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Pokaiwhenua Stream Walkway (Lichfield) 
 

This local to Tokoroa and Putararu attraction has become a forgotten treasure. 
Since arriving in Tokoroa as an employee of the Paper Mill, I have pursed my photography interests and 

found many interesting attractions right on my door step, but none have equalled the value of this local 

treasure. 

The Pokaiwhenua stream is a study in geology and splendour; it exhibits some amazing features including 

what I consider to be one of New Zealand’s most attractive easily accessible waterfalls after Marakopa and 

Bridal Veil falls. 

Anecdotally I am aware that in the 50’s it had busloads of people visit it, but it was a more developed 

attraction then with access paths and a walk way established to the bottom of the first falls and maybe the 

second falls which is immediately adjacent the main falls. 

There are other features to see on the short 1.6km walk in (3.2km return) such as the swimming hole which 

is a large pool after a small cascade, then followed by what I call the Narrows (Gut), a place where the entire 

stream narrows to just over a metre wide between defined rocky leads, after that there is the section where 

the stream spreads out over more rocky areas before finally cascading over the No1 falls (Lichfield Falls?) 

Below that is a sloping cascade where the stream splits in two and presents an impressive display of energy. 

Narrative Description 
A small stream which is unknown to many; a much overlooked local attraction. 

 

Originating in the Plateau to the South East of Tokoroa (Norwest side of the Horohoro Bluffs) this stream is 

one of the central contributors leading to the development of the Kinleith Mill. Providing much of the water 

for the Mill’s operation from its many small tributaries and from the Bore Field associated with its 

catchment. The clean cold water it provides is ideal for Pulp and Paper production. 

 

In its journey to Lake Karapiro the stream follows a meandering course passing to the Northeast of the town, 

crossing State Highway One just before Wests Road, winding North Westward towards Lichfield. It passes 

under Wiltsdown Road just after the junction with Paraonui road and continues a winding course North West 

wards. At this point it becomes an interesting study in Waterfalls with 4 main falls and many small ones. 

 

The first pair of Falls are about 1.3km in from the Wiltsdown Road bridge these falls are hard to view as this 

is the point at which the Pokaiwhenua enters a narrow gorge. You can get a good view of the first falls, but 

the second falls is not accessible. To get to these falls park clear of the Gateway about 500m north of the 

Wiltsdown bridge, being considerate of any stock you may encounter walk down to the streams edge and 

follow the track (a few brambles and blackberry may need to be dealt with). As you proceed down the track 

you will come across a number of small weirs. Note the width and depth of the stream as you proceed. 

After using the Pedestrian turnstiles (Installed by the Trinty Land Trust) which allow you to cross a Farm track 

at the bridge, look directly to the North and you will see a tenacious Pine Tree which has managed to root 

itself through a large rock outcrop. Continuing on you will come across an area where the stream spreads out 

across a wide Basalt deposit before narrowing into a series of small waterfalls culminating in a drop of about 

1.8m into what has been known locally as the Swimming pool. 
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Immediately below the Swimming pool, the stream narrows as it flows through a narrow fissure in the Basalt 

formations which form a large part of the path this stream follows. Here the stream is as little as 5 feet wide 

in places; it makes you wonder where all the water you saw upstream has gone. After the Narrows (The Gut), 

once again the stream spreads out over another basalt deposit. This is the first of the main falls on the 

Pokaiwhenua. A fall of about 5m and depending on the flow at the time quite impressive. Another 50 yards 

on you can catch a glimpse of the second main falls which is unfortunately not accessible at this time.  

 

The Pokaiwhenua continues it North West journey passing under Watou Road and then Arapuni Road. Along 

Arapuni Road about 5km out of Putararu, is Duxford Reserve Roadside rest where the stream channels its 

way through another narrow cataract in the basalt which is prominent in the area and drops over the third 

main falls. A sharp drop of about 3m.  

Following the Old Arapuni road, about 1km past the turn off of Pearsons road near a large clump of Trees 

there is access to the fourth and last main falls. Once again the stream channels into a narrow cataract and 

has a number of small cascades cumulating in a larger falls at the end of about 4m. 

The lower reaches of the stream where it empties into Lake Karapiro is a well-regarded location by Anglers. 

There are also colonies of Glow worms located in the cliffs of the lower gorge here. Accessible by Kayak only. 
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Map Lichfield Falls Walkway 

 

Location Description. 

On Wiltsdown Road Lichfield; approximately 2 km from the turnoff from State Highway One at the Fonterra 

Factory.  

Approximately 10km from Tokoroa via Paraonui Road/Wiltsdown Road. 

Approximately 5km from Lichfield and 13km from Putararu via State Highway One and Wiltsdown Road. 
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Map Pokaiwhenua From Tokoroa to Karapiro 
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Photos 

Lichfield Falls (No 1 Falls) 

 

No 2 Falls (From Helicopter with Thanks to my Pilot Ross Townshend) 
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The Swimming Hole First Cascade 

 

The Swimming Hole 
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The Narrows (Gut) 

 

No 1 falls as a photographer sees it 
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A minor Weir near the entry area  

 

The Swimming Hole another angle 
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The Narrows (Gut) second shot 

 

No 1 Falls (Lichfield Falls) from the air 
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My proposal is that this be developed as a Walkway: 
As part of the Waikato River Walkway, and the government sponsored walkway program. 

Why this is a valuable proposal. 

With the development of the Waikato River walkway the local district management have a proven 

track record of being able to manage these developments so it should not be a major development. 

This particular natural feature while not unique is particularly spectacular when viewed in its local 

environment, photos do not do it credit. 

It is a short walk (as opposed to others which are longer and do not have as spectacular a waterfall 

on them (Wahou, Blue Springs) and as such will attract those visitors not interested in dealing with a 

long walk or short on time. 

It has a conservation estate around the stream which allows access (see comments on DOC latter) 

The associated land owners around this conservation estate are happy to co-operate with any 

scheme that doesn’t impinge their land rights, some of which I am sure they would be co-operative 

over should it be needed. They are community orientated land owners. 

It has the ability to promote the district to New Zealanders and even the world and provide flow on 

income to the region from tourism that will take in this attraction and follow on to others in the 

region. 

This stream is one of the few in our region that actually has a Dept. Of Conservation managed 

boundary around it, I have been unable to discover why the stream is DOC reserve but it I believe it 

is an advantage to these plans. 

From the boundary plans I have viewed I see an area of land held by DOC at the entry point I 

envisage for this walkway that is of sufficient size to allow the appropriate vehicle parking. 

This Stream has significant associations to the local region being the source of Tokoroa’s 

development of Kinleith Mill as a water supply, and can be associated to items in the Putararu 

Timber Museum redevelopment as a further promotion. 

The stream is a clear flowing example of clean water in a dairying environment providing positive 

reinforcement of the clean green that we wish to prove in Waikato. 

It is a low cost high win situation in comparison to other schemes that have been mooted in the 

walkway development program for the region, and would provide support and variety to our other 

walkways. 

 

Impediments to be overcome. 

For this to become a viable project and taken to its conclusion a number of items will need to be 

dealt to.  I am not a person with intimate knowledge of the processes of local Government or RMA 

and all other associated things that might be involved in this proposal. 
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The Walkway I envisage is of course mostly in the DOC controlled area of the stream but the 

adjacent landowners will need to be consulted (Trinity Land Trust and Fonterra) 

This means that these people and DOC have to be engaged and become a partner in this process to 

allow this to happen; perhaps even becoming contributors to its cost. 

It has been my observation that there exists a loose boundary definition between the adjacent land 

owners and DOC over use of this DOC estate. While I see no problem with this it may need to be 

more defined if a less than casual public access is established. 

Funding will need to be acquired. 

 This will be need to cover 

1. Establishment 

a. RMA and other regulatory processes (unknown level) 

b. Road access to a car park area (Significant cost) 

c. Car park area (Significant Cost) 

d. Track establishment (outside flooding areas) (Minor Cost) 

e. Access to the bottom of Lichfield one and two falls (Major Cost) 

2. Promotion and further development 

a. Getting the falls promoted (Minor cost but high in effort) 

b. Providing guide information about flora and fauna (Minor) 

c. Providing information about how the Geology developed to create this 

(Minor) 

d. Providing Information on what the stream represents in history  to the 

local area, along with whatever else we can come up with (minor) 

(Information’s to be provided by signage) 

On Going Management and Maintenance 

1. Maintenance of the track and board walk areas (low) 

2. Continued survey of the falls access  (guess yearly) 

3. Promotion (To be part of SWDC normal promotion budget) 

About Me 
I am an individual who moved into the area some 6 years ago. I have an interest in Photography and 

was made aware of this attraction when some more long term residents of the area saw my 

photography of other out of local region attractions and informed me about this great place. 

I am based at CHH Kinleith Pulp and Paper mill, I work for CHH Infotech, neither of which have any 

involvement in my desire to have this spectacular local attraction promoted and shared with the 

world. 

It is possible that from my position I could solicit and gain support from CHH Kinleith but that is not a 

given. 
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